M ARIUS M ARCU
Historia magistra vitae !
Historia vero testis temporum, lux veritatis,
vita memoriae, magistra vitae, nuntia vetustatis,
qua voce alia nisi orator immortalitati commendatur?
(Cicero, De Oratore, II, IX, 35)

9LDĠDDúDFXPRFXQRDúWem noi, este integral ED]DWăSH
H[SHULHQĠD DFXPXODWă ,QGLIHUHQW Fă YRUELP GH YLDĠă XQLFHOXODUă ori de ILLQĠH pluricelulate, FDUH QX SRVHGă FRQúWLLQĠă GH
VLQHED]DH[LVWHQĠHLúLHYROXĠLHLHVWHPHPRULDJHQHWLFăPDQLIHVWDWă SULQ IRUPă IL]LFă úL LQVWLQFW 'DFă OXăP vQ GLVFXĠLH
animalul suprem – omul –DYHPDFHOHDúLHOHPHQWHLQIRUPDĠLH
JHQHWLFă, cHVHPRGLILFăGH-DOXQJXOJHQHUDĠLLORUvQIXQFĠLHGH
FRQGLĠLLOH VRFLDOH úL de PHGLX LQIRUPDĠLHJHQHWLFă PDQLIHVWDWă
SULQ LQVWLQFW úL, vQ SOXV XQ SODQ FRQúWLHQt, manifestat prin mePRULHúLH[SHULHQĠăSURFHVHFDUHFRQVWLWXLHED]DFUHDWLYLWăĠLL
)RUPDVXSUHPăGHFROHFĠLRQDUHDH[SHULHQĠHLODQLYHOGH
FLYLOL]DĠLH XPDQă HVWH LVWRULD LQGLIHUHQW GH IHOXO úL UDPXUD vQ
FDUH HD VH PDQLIHVWă LVWRULD XQXL LQGLYLG LVWRria unui grup
social, LVWRULDúWLLQĠHLLVWRULDDUWHL etc. Prin istorie, avem acces
OD PHQWDOXO FROHFWLY ùL, SHQWUX D vQĠHOHJH PăUHĠLD LVWRULHL WUHEXLH Vă VXEOLQLHP GHILQLĠLD DFHVWXL FROHFWLY 1X HVWH YRUED
GHVSUHFROHFWLYXODIODWvQYLDĠăODXQanume moment dat, ci de
întregul colectiv uman care a existat vrHRGDWă 0DMRULWDWHD
indivizilor QX DX OăVDW PRúWHQLUH JHQHUDĠLLORU FDUH OH-au urmat
LQIRUPDĠLL FRQúWLHQWH DFHúWLD QX YRU IL JăVLĠL vQ PDUHD FDUWH D
LVWRULHL 'DU DúD FXP ILHFDUH EăWDLH D DULSLORU Xnui fluture are
XQ DQXPLW URO vQ PLFUR úL PDFURcosmos, la fel fiecare individ
DUHUROXOVăXvQLVWRULH
ÌQ DUWLFROXO GH IDĠă vQ SXEOLFDĠLD GH IDĠă vQ UDPXUD úWLLQĠLILFă GH IDĠă QH LQWHUHVHD]ă vQVă DOWFHYD ,VWRULD vQUHJLVWUDWă
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(DHVWHXQHDOWDúWLLQĠHLGHQXPLWăLVWRULH(DHVWH– sau nu? –
DGHYăUDWa vQYăĠăWRare DYLHĠLL
ÌQ XOWLPD SHULRDGă D SURSULHL PHOH H[LVWHQĠH am avut
RFD]LD Vă FăOăWRUHVF Vă FXQRVF RDPHQL GLQ GLIHULWH JUXSXUL
VRFLDOH GLQ GLIHULWH SRSRDUH GLQ GLIHULWH FLYLOL]DĠLL 0DUHD ORU
majoriWDWH RDPHQL GH FDOLWDWH RDPHQL QRUPDOL FKLDU úL XQLL
oamenL FDUH SRW IL GHQXPLĠL JHQHULF ³UăL”, dar oameni de la
care am avut de vQYăĠDW $P SXWXW GLVWLQJH XQ ³ILU URúX” de-a
OXQJXO DFHVWRU vQWkOQLUL ,PSRUWDQĠD LVWRULHL vQ FDGUXO GLVFXĠLLORU
,QIRUPDĠLile istorice au creat lHJăWXUL DX vPERJăĠLW GLDORJXUL úL
au atenuat conflicte.
3HQWUXPLQHLVWRULDHVWHPDLPXOWGHFkWRXQHDOWă(VWHR
SOăFHUHÌQOLPLWDUHVXUVHORUFDXWVă-PLvPERJăĠHVFFXQRúWLQĠHOH
vQSULPXOUkQGUHIHULWRUODSDVLXQLOHSHUVRQDOHúL, în plan secundar, UHIHULWRU OD ORFXULOH úL SHUVRDQHOH FX FDUH LQWUX vQ FRQWDFW
3HQWUX DOĠLL LVWRULD HVWH R PăUWXULH SXVă vQ VOXMED ELQHOXL
Exemplul cel mai bun este breasla istoricilor. Majoritatea dintre
HL GHRDUHFH H[LVWă úL XQ PLF QXPăU GH LVWRULFi care folosesc
LQIRUPDĠLLOHLVWRULFHvQPRGWHQGHQĠLRV3HQWUXDOĠLLLVWRULDHVWH
o PăUWXULH SXVăvQVOXMEDUăXOXL8QH[HPSOXODvQGHPkQă este
FODVDSROLWLFă, pentru care istoria a fost de multe ori sursa unor
MXVWLILFăUL RFXOWH úL chiar distructive. IaU SHQWUX DOĠLL GLQ SăFDWH
pentru marea majoritate, istoria este o PăUWXULHDVLPLODWăJUHX
úL XLWDWă UHSHGH $OWIHO VSXV R PăUWXULH SULYLWă FX LQGLIHUHQĠă
7RWDOăLQGLIHUHQĠă
([LVWă vQ LVWRULH QXPHURDVH JUXSăUL HWQLFH DIODWH vQWU-un
perpetuu conflict, o vQFOHúWDUHVXUGăIăUăvQFHSXWIăUăPRWLYúL
IăUăVIkUúLW … aparent. Avem exemple în România, în Serbia,
vQ 2ULHQWXO 0LMORFLX úL SUREDELO HOH H[LVWă peste tot în lume. În
România, la un anumit nivel, avem XUDGLQWUHURPkQLúLPDJKLDUL
JHQHUDWă úL vQWUHĠLQXWă vQ PDUH PăVXUă SH FRQVLGHUHQWH SROLtice. Pe mine, istoria m-D DMXWDW Vă vQĠHOHJ DFHVW IDSW Vă
vQĠHOHJFăRDPHQLLGHOâQJăPLQHvPLSRWILSULHWHQL, indiferent
GH HWQLH Vă QX DVFXOW GH YRFL SURSDJDQGLVWLFH, FL Vă SULYHVF
oamenii. La o mare întrecere VSRUWLYă GHVIăúXUDWă vn Serbia
am întâlnit un om care mi-D DUăWDW PXOĠLPHD GH VSRUWLYL GLQ
SHVWH  GH ĠăUL &RQFOX]LD lui D IRVW Fă QX H[LVWă ĠăUL H[LVWă
RDPHQLQXH[LVWă,XJRVODYLD6HUELDúL.RsVRYRH[LVWăRDPHQL
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)DSWXOFăDWkWHXFkWúLel, eram pDVLRQDĠLGHLVWRULH, a ridicat
FRPXQLFDUHDvQWUHLQGLYL]LúL vQĠHOHJHUHDFXOWXULLUHFLSURFH la un
foarte înalt nivel. În Italia DP DYXW RFD]LD Vă GHPRQWH] R
LPDJLQH IRDUWH JUHúLWă GHVSUH 5RPkQLD 8Q GRPQ FX VROLGH
FXQRúWLQĠH GH LVWRULH, dar care nu priveau arealul românesc,
avea o FRQFHSĠLH JUHúLWă GHVSUH SRSorul român, de la origini
SkQă vQ SUH]HQW CkWHYD LQIRUPDĠLL úL PDL DOHV WULPLWHULle la
surse istorice l-DXDMXWDWVăYDGăDOWIHOOXFUXULOH úLVă UHQXQĠHOD
o imagine IDOVă$FHVWDHVWHPHULWXOLVWRULHL.
$VWIHOGHLQIRUPDĠLL QXVHDIOăDVFXQVHvQFăUĠLGHLVWRULH
XQLFDW QLFL vQ FăUĠL QHSRSXODUH DIODWH SH UDIWXULle SUăIXLWH DOH
ELEOLRWHFLORU FL vQ PDQXDOHOH úFRODUH vQ PDULOH ED]H GH GDWH
electronice, la îndemâna oricui. Rolul omului de rând HVWH Vă
asimileze acestH LQIRUPDĠLL GH ED]ă ,VWRULFLL sunt oameni de
úWLLQĠăFDUHOXFUHD]ăFXLQIRUPDĠLL,QIRUPDĠLLFHWUHEXLHFăXWDWH
GHVFRSHULWH vQĠHOHVH YDOLGDWH úL vQUHJLVWUDWH 5ROXO ORU este
Vă-úL PHQĠLQă DFWLYLWDWHD OD cel mai vQDO QLYHO úL Vă OăUJHDVFă
accesul la FXQRDúWHUH prin cantitate úLFDOLWDWH5ROXOSROLWLFXOXL
HVWHVăIRORVHDVFăDFHVWL]YRULQIRUPDĠLRQDOvQVSULMLQXORPXOXL
úL al civiOL]DĠLHLXPDQH
Totul VHUHGXFHODDFHDVWăVLPSOLWDWH
George Bernard Shaw spune undeva: “ÌQYăĠăPGLQLVWRULH
Fă RDPHQLL QX vQYDĠă QLPLF GLQ LVWRULH ùL QX R VSXQ HX R
spune Hegel”1XHVWHFKLDUDúDÌQYăĠăP'RYDGăHVWHIDSWXO
Fă FLYLOL]DĠLD XPDQă D UH]LVWDW PXOWRU vQFHUFăUL Fă H[LVWă R
úWLLQĠăDLVWRULHL vQXOWLPăLQVWDQĠă FăH[LVWăUHYLVWDNemusFă
cineva a VFULVDFHVWDUWLFROFăQXHVWHVLQJXUXOFDUHV-a gândit
OD DFHDVWă SUREOHPă 3UREOHPD HVWH Fă QX vQYăĠăP GHVWXO
Jaques Fresco a spus într-un interviu FăUDVDXPDQăQLFLQXD
vQFHSXW Vă ILH FLYLOL]DWă 2 DQDOL]ă OD UHFH ne DUDWă Fă DUH
dreptate. În nebuniDGH]YROWăULLWHKQRORJLFHvQQHEXQLDYLWH]HL
FDUH FDUDFWHUL]HD]ă DFHVWe vremi, o coborâm pe un loc total
QHPHULWDWSHDGHYăUDWa vQYăĠăWRDUHDOYLHĠLL Istoria.
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Historia magistra vitae !
Life, as we know it, is fully based on the experience we gain all
the way through it. Regardless the fact that we speak of unicellular or
pluricellular beings, without any self-conscience, the base of existence
and evolution is the genetic memory. The latter manifests through a
physical form and through instincts.
If we refer to man, we have the same elements: genetic
information-modified throughout generations depending on social
and environmental conditions; genetic information – manifested through
instinct and a conscious dimension – manifested through memory
and experience, both being the very fundamental of creativity.
The supreme form to collect global information about the human
experience is history. History can be referring to individual experience,
to a certain group, to the general evolution of science, of art, etc.
Through history, we gain access to the collective mind.
To understand history, we must define this “collective” – this is
not about the people alive at one certain moment, but rather about all
the people that have ever existed. Most individuals did not leave a
conscious legacy to their descendants, thus, they will not be found in
the book of history. However, just as every beat of a butterfly’s wings
has a certain role in the micro and macro cosmos, every individual
has its particular role in history.
In the present article, the present magazine, and in this particular
branch of knowledge, we are interested in something else. The
registered facts – this is the main tool used by the science named
history. This is, or not? – the true master of life.
In the last period of my own existence, I have had my share of
traveling, of knowing various individuals from various social groups,
peoples, civilizations. Most of them were good men, ordinary men,
even “evil” ones, but above all, they were men from which I could
learn something.
All these encounters had one big thing in common- history and
all the long conversations about it. The historical information created
bounds, enriched debates and attenuated conflicts.
To me, history is more than a tool- it is a delight. I try to enrich
my knowledge, be it about personal hobbies and preferences, or about
the places and people, I come across. To some, history is a testimony
serving good, and the best example for this, is the guild of historians.
At least, most of them are, as there is always a percent using
information in a partial manner. To others, history is a testimony
serving evil, and the best example for this, is the political class. Many
times, for the politicians, history has been a source of occult and
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destructive evidence. To the vast majority, history is, sadly, a hard-toassimilate and easily forgotten, testimony. In other words, a testimony
treated with indifference. Utter indifference.
History offers us many examples of ethnic groups in a continuous
conflict, an obscure, endless, reasonless fight. We have examples in
Romania, Serbia, Middle East, and probably all around the world. In
Romania, at a certain level we have the hate between Romanians
and Hungarians, generated and maintained by political groups.
History helped me to understand these circumstances and to
see that people around me can be my friends, regardless their ethnicity,
to ignore any kind of propaganda, and to see people as they are.
In Serbia, at a sports competition, I met a man who showed
me the sportsmen coming from more than 30 countries. He told me
that, there were no countries, there were only people. There was no
Yugoslavia, Serbia, or Kossovo, there were only people. We were
both interested in history, which made conversation smoother and
the mutual understanding of cultures, easier.
In Italy, I have had the chance to discourage a false opinion about
Romania. A man with solid knowledge in history – but not of that concerning Romania – had a mistaken opinion about the Romanian people
and its history. Some information and especially the references to
historical sources have made him to see things differently and reconsider his opinion. This was the huge merit of the science named history.
These are not hidden facts in unique and rare books from a
dusty, forgotten library, but rather clear things written in textbooks, or
on the internet, where everybody can find them. Every man should
assimilate these facts, as it is fundamental information. The historians
are the ones to work with this information. Their role is to maintain
the activity at a high level, enlarge the access to knowledge, both
qualitatively and quantitatively, whereas the role of the politicians is
to use the sources to support people. It is all so very simple.
George Bernard Shaw said: “Hegel was right when he said
that we learn from history that man can never learn anything from
history”. Well, it’s not exactly like that. We do learn, and the proof is
that humans have held out against many ordeals, that there is a
science named “history” and in the last analysis, that there is a
Nemus magazine, that someone wrote an article and that he is not
the only one thinking about this issue.
The problem is that we do not learn enough. Jacques Fresco
said in an interview, that the human race has not even started yet
being civilized. A cool analysis shows us that he was right. In the
frenzy of the tech era, and the rush characterizing these times, we
forget about the true master of life: History.

